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MARIETTA — About 2,000 
students packed Roswell 
Street Baptist Church on 
Tuesday with poster board 
signs plastered in glitter and 
life-size pictures of their 
favorite educators.

They were there to 
celebrate the 27th annual 
Give Our Schools a Hand 
awards hosted by the Cobb 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Cobb School 
District’s elementary, middle 
and high school Teachers of 
the Year along with Marietta 
City Schools’ Teacher of the 
Year were each awarded a 
one-year car lease from Ed 
Voyles Automotive Group.

Campbell High School’s 
1st Sgt. Kathryn Burns 
walked away with a Jeep, 
Chalker Elementary’s Ginny 
Lyon received a Honda, 
Cooper Middle School’s 
Carol Mickus was awarded a 
Hyundai and Marietta High 

School’s Julie Pinto received 
a Kia.

Valery Voyles, 
chairwoman and CEO of Ed 
Voyles Automotive, said this 
was the group’s ninth year 
as a sponsor. She challenged 
students to study hard and 
appreciate their instructors.

“I can’t think of anything

By Ricky Leroux
rleroux@mdjonline.com

AUSTELL — The city of Austell is 
considering installing a bench in its 

Mayors Memorial 
Park to honor the late 
Virginia Reagan, a 
20-year member of 
the City Council who 
passed away at age 79 in 
September.

The City Council is 
scheduled to vote on 
the memorial bench 
at Monday’s meeting. 
Mayor Joe Jerkins said 
adding the memorial to 
the park, which houses 
a life-size statue of him, 
would be an honor.

Jerkins said he will 
ask for donations to raise 
the estimated $450 to 
install the bench, so there 
would be no cost to the 
city.

City officials 
originally considered 
installing the bench 
honoring Reagan at 
Veterans Memorial Park 
and discussed the project 
at a council work session 
Monday night, but the 
proposal faced some 
backlash because Reagan 
was not a veteran.

Councilwoman 
Suzanne Thomason said 
Tuesday she opposes 
installing the bench at the 
Veterans Memorial Park.

“Saying that, Virginia 
Reagan did a lot of good 
things for the city. I think 
she should be honored. A 
bench is wonderful in her 
memory, but I believe 
it should go over in the 
Mayors Park,” Thomason 
said.

Former Councilwoman 
Trudie Causey, who 
served on the council 
from 2011 to 2013, 
agreed with Thomason.

“We have a Mayors 
Park. … I think she 
would be better suited 

being recognized in the Mayors Park or 
(with) a plaque at City Hall,” Causey 
said.

City debates 
where to put 
memorial for 
late council 
member

Teachers ‘overwhelmed’ 
by community’s support
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Above: Bullard Elementary School Student Council members Tarin Lewis, Mackenzie Imsand and Ellary Hackworth cheer for 
their school’s Teacher of the Year, Katrina Gammell, on Tuesday at Roswell Street Baptist Church during the Cobb Chamber’s 
Salute to Teachers of the Year breakfast and pep rally. Below: Kincaid Elementary School third-grader Zerar Patel sees his 
teacher and school’s Teacher of the Year, Wendi Doherty, enter the sanctuary. / Staff-Kelly J. Huff

Chamber honors Cobb, Marietta teachers of the year

“I can’t think 

of anything more 

important than our 

teachers. Every year, 

I come out but I 

think you’ve outdone 

yourselves this year.

—  Valery Voyles,
chairwoman and CEO of 

Ed Voyles Automotive
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Virginia 
Reagan

Joe Jerkins

Early 
Tuesday, 
Mayor Joe 
Jerkins 
defended 
adding the 
bench to 
Veterans 
Memorial 
Park, saying 
Virginia 
Reagan was 
instrumental 
in getting the 
park built. 
Tuesday 
afternoon, 
however, 
Jerkins said 
he walked 
down to the 
Mayors 
Memorial 
Park and 
saw that 
there is 
space for 
a bench in 
Reagan’s 
honor. 

Police: Illinois gymnastic coach accused of sexual abuse in Cobb / 1B

County to give residents a pass on parking limits

MEMORIAL, 3A

By Meris Lutz
mlutz@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — No new citations 
will be issued to Cobb County 
residents who park multiple cars 
in their driveways until the zoning 
ordinance in question is amended, 
the Board of Commissioners 
decided Tuesday. 

The board voted unanimously 
to place a moratorium on issuing 
new citations based on concerns 
that large families in particular 
were being adversely affected.

 “As a point of reference, this 
particular code was put into place 
a number of years ago … to help 
address issues of overcrowding 

that we had in some areas of 
the county,” said Dana Johnson, 
head of community development, 
referring to single-family homes 
that had been turned into boarding 
houses or student housing. 

“This code had a very good goal 
to it, but in the end, I think there 
are some unintended consequences 
to it, there are some families and 
others that have been wrapped up 
into this based upon code and how 
it was written,” he said.

John Hyle, a Kennesaw 
resident with four teenage 
children who all park their cars 
in the driveway, was one of those 
affected by the rule.

Hyle told commissioners last 

week his teenage and young adult 
children drive themselves to 
school and work.

“At this point, if the ruling is 
still the same, we’ll just have to 
get one of the kids to lose their 
vehicle, which is going to be 
heartbreaking for the teenager, 
but at this point, can’t do nothing 
about that,” Hyle said.

The board voted to hold a 
decision on Hyle’s case until 
early next year, when the county 
goes through its annual code 
amendment process. 

The moratorium will not 
apply to violations related to the 
number of unrelated adults living 
in a single-family residence, 

which continues to be a source of 
concern and a potential violation.

“This is just related to vehicles 
parked at the residence. It has 

nothing to do with the number 
of people living in a dwelling,” 

Birrell.

“... I think there are some 

unintended consequences to (the 

code), there are some families and 

others that have been wrapped up 

into this based upon code and how it 

was written.

—  Dana Johnson,
community development director for Cobb County
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Top left: Palmer Middle 
School Teacher of the Year 
Dora Brown waves to her 
students. Above: Marietta 
High School teacher and 
district overall Teacher of 
the Year Julie Pinto reaches 
into the bag held by Valery 
Voyles, Chairwoman and 
CEO of Ed Voyles Automo-
tive Group, as she waits 
to see which dealership 
will be loaning her a car 
to drive for the year. Left: 
Marietta City Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Emily 
Lembeck presents A.L. 
Burruss Elementary School 
Teacher of the Year Tabitha 
Edmondson-Goodman with 
her award on Tuesday 
at Roswell Street Baptist 
Church during the Cobb 
Chamber’s Salute to Teach-
ers of the Year breakfast 
and pep rally.

Staff-Kelly J. Huff

more important than our 
teachers,” Voyles said. 
“Every year, I come out 
but I think you’ve outdone 
yourselves this year.”

Cobb Superintendent 
Chris Ragsdale and 
Marietta Superintendent 
Emily Lembeck gave 
plaques to the 127 teachers 
named Teacher of the Year 
for their respective schools.

Amidst the cheering and 
chanting, Lembeck said it 
was incredible to see all 
of the student faces and 
community support.

“As always, it’s a great 
celebration of our teachers, 
for our teachers and our 
community,” Lembeck 
said.

Victor Burrell, Teacher 
of the Year for South Cobb 
High School, has been 
teaching for 16 years and 
received a hardy applause 
when he crossed the church 
stage to receive his plaque.

“I’m a hands-on teacher, 
so I really enjoy my job,” 
Burrell said. “I want (my 
students) to learn and they 
know that.”

Pinto has been an 
educator for 14 years and 
said she encourages her 
students to keep an open 
mind, keep learning, work 
hard and enjoy life.

“It’s very 
overwhelming,” Pinto said. 
“I’m very humbled … I 
think every teacher should 
experience this.”

Dora Brown, Teacher of 
the Year for Palmer Middle 
School, is in her 25th year 
as an educator and said she 
too was overwhelmed with 
the support.

“I couldn’t do it without 
the kids, administrators 
and everybody. It really 
takes a village,” Brown 
said.

Tabitha Edmonson-
Goodman of Burruss 
Elementary School has 
been an instructor for 17 
years and said it was great 
to be recognized for being 
an educator.

“Words just can’t 
describe it,” Goodman 
said.

8A WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2015 MDJ NEWS

Qualifying Notice For
Cobb County Ethics Board Election

The Election Date

In accordance with the Cobb County Code (Sec.2-65 through 2-77), an elec-
tion, to be conducted by secret ballot among Cobb County employees, will be 
held from 8 a.m. November 12, 2015 until 5 p.m., November 19, 2015
a vacancy on the Cobb County Ethics Board. This is a four-year term ending 
December 11, 2019.

Candidates Wishing to Qualify

Candidates wishing to quality for this election can do so beginning Monday, 
Oct. 26, 2015, at 9 a.m., and ending Friday, Oct. 30, 2015 at 4:30 p.m. Qualify-
ing will be held in the Cobb County Human Resources department, 100 Cher-
okee St., Suite 200, Marietta, Ga., between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Requirements

A candidate must meet the following requirements:

1) Reside in Cobb County and be a registered voter;

2) Not be an employee of the county government or of any political party;

For additional information, contact Cobb County’s Human Resources 
department at (770) 528-1187.
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TEACHERS

Above: Mableton Elementary School third grader Katrina 
Ellison cheers on her Teacher of the Year Brandi Lawhorn.

Above: Campbell High School 1st Sergeant Kathryn Burns, JROTC Instructor and Cobb County School District overall Teach-
er of the Year, fist bumps her boss, Cobb Superintendent Chris Ragsdale, as Lembeck looks on during the introduction. 
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